No, no! We're not talking about the
trendy furniture store! This Habitat is the
latest and possibly greatest online
interactive adventure in the world. It
harnesses the power of the C&4 to put
YOU in the centre of the action. Our
Stateside newshound Marshal M.
Rosenthal tells you all about the
adventure and the Quantumlink system
which enables you to access the
wonderful world of Habita#!

YWho designed and craated Habitat?
Responsible for developing this
wiorld-in-the-slectronle-dimension is
Chip Morningstar. We can never
know what preparations God might
have made, but Mormingstar's three
years at Lucasfilm’s Game Division
ware preceded by image processing
research, and softwara/language
deskgn for instruments to ba placed
on orbital sateliites.

Momingstar was working
feverishly one rainy evening trying to
complete a bit of code before calling
it & might.

A fightning bolt struck the bullding
and shorted out every printed circuft,
including his terminal, just as he was
in the midst of compifing a program
for customizing Avatars.

The ensuing alectrical masistrom
disintegrated his physical body, and
left him trapped within the code.

Lucasfilm personinel discoversd
this the next morning when they
booted the work disk to find a
famtliar-looking figure loliing around
with his feet on the furniurs.
Maorningstar was suhzequently moved
it Habitat, whers he now resides.

C+VG's American contributing
aditor, Marshal M. Rosenthal; s no
slrasger to the unaxpected. But even
he found it a bit onuseal o receive 2
game designer [N a pachage marked
LIRGENT/DO ROT X-RAY! Rosenthal
booted Morningstar up in a
Commodors &4 for the following
exclisive interview.
€+ VG: How does it feal to be a part
of Habrai?

CM: i's different, but who's
complaining? Before this happened,
members of the Games Division used
to 25t around having an ongolng
debate on artificial intelligence. We
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wanted to create an avtomaton. A
thinking, fealing being to appear in
sottware, The Quantumlink network
opens up an avenue for our creating a
unigoe world of atter egos that can
parallel human experiences. This is
really an exciting prospect.

C-++VG: What have you discovered
about your new hame?

CM: Quite a lot. But first off it's called
a Turf. | discovered that no one here
eats or drinks, afthougzh you can still
go to bars and hang out. Artifacts are
strewn throughout, and you can
purchased unusual devices and
saarch for strange and mystical
things. But nobody's nmming arcund
i shi-rmasks pulling Friday the 134
stuff, That doesn't mean that
everybody is nice, but the general
attitude ks for fun and adventure
rather than mayhem. Besides, the
Oracle provides everyone with a fat
bank account and its real easy to live
off the interest. lust go to a dispenser
and get some tokens,

G-+ VB: Can't such a iife pet borng?
CM: No way! Remember, this is
interactive. Everything ks constantly
in motion whether yoir're a part of it
or not. You may return to Habitat
after a few days to find all sorts of
changes, And of course there are the
athor Avatars popping in and out of
your electronic life, There's unknown
territory to discover, adventures to
participate in, aven social
imteractions like games and politics i
you wanl Purzles are everywhere,
and you have to learn the different
rules and reguolations of this world the
bard way — by experisnce.

G+ VG: How do you do things as an
Avatar?

CM: Siiriple. A joystlck moves you
zround, and there are a selection
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menus that appear anscreen when
you want to go somewhere or do
something. The keyboard takes care
of the rest. Talking in word balicons
does take a bit of zetting used to
though. Still, if °s good enough for
Papeye. ..

€+ VEG: Did you have to creale
everything from scratch?

CM: Fortunately, mo. We could bafld
on some existing software tools, and
adapt them to work in whole new
ways. Take the shaps of the Avatars
for example. They may seem to be of
the same stiff as the charactars used
in our Labyrinth gamea, but there are
entirely different techniques
OCCurTing.

C-+VG: So just whal is going on?

CM: To start, every single thing that
happens is linked through the Host
computer, and then into other players
fram all aver. This kind of processing
takes a lot of power, and 50 we're
ising a STRATUS non-shop super
minicomparter. This baby is actually a
namiber of processors hooked
together. Eight are onfine right now,
and more can be added as the need
arises.

Consider just what is going on;
colour graphics, sound, disc inpet/
output, keyhoard and joystick
commands. ALL operating at the
same time. You'd almost expect the
disk drive to explode and the C64 to
roll over on s back and die!

C-+VG: How doss the software tie in
with the STRATUS?

CM: Well, first the pragram is loaded
after entering the gaming section of
Quarrtumiink. Then you put in the disk
containing object data. The CB4 is
then controlled by three things; what
your Avatar is doing, what other
Avatar's are doing, and what the
Master Program thinks about the
whaole business, Think of the data &g
building blocks that can be formed
into just about anything.

Each location [store, forest,
dungeon, etc.) is called a region, and
I've heen able to count over a
thousand of them right now. There's a
lot more on the way too. Some really
awesome stuff,

C+VE&: Any comments on how this s
affecting vour social lite?

CM: 've no complaints. My Torf is
sweil, and 1 can change the furniture,
eodours oF patberns i s faah. H's
great.

Telecomminication services allow
people from all over the world to call
in using their computer and a phone
moden. Unfike other telecom
services, Quantumlink is designed for
s only with the Commodore 64128
comparters, and even provides the
software free with a purchase of the
machine.

Q-link performs a full range of text
and information services, but
because it is designed for the
exclusive usa of Cédars it can take
advamtage of the computer's graphic
and sound capabilities, None of that
generic stuf, with games represented
by aumbers and bits of graphics
tossed together from leters. Here
you'll find the =ame typa of graphics
a5 you can access from a disk.

The software handles everything.
Awto-dial modems can be triggered
inta action and the software will do
the rest, even taking care of giving
the comect password and name,

Users select topics by pointing o
options displayed on the screen.
What couoid be simpler? There's even
an online Commodore Information
Network, with helphu! advizors always
available to chat with.

Things to do include the People
Connection [where special imberest
groups can ba found], a learing
cember containing educational
matoriaks, and news and weather
reports.

Pluz lots of games, where you can
play against the master compirter or
airother persod. You can e saiple
new software provided by various
companies.,

Possibly the best news is the price.
Quamturmlink gives unlimited base
service for anly 59.95 a month, and
thiat's for 24 hours a day on
weakends, and 6PM to TAM
weekdays. Premium services, like
Habstal, cost an additional six cents a
minte,




Continued from Page 79 takes to be answering everyone's
being able bo swhich heads whenever  Guestions about every little thing.
you wart. 've also heand that those  That's why | usually respond by mail.
who enter Habitat the normal way can  Here we see two Avatars, for such
even choose their gender. Making they are called. The fountain of the
friends ks s easy a5 going out the city of Populopolis is one place where
door, and you can later contact them | manifest myself, but | wish she
directly with ESP, There's even a mail  would turn down the music. | also like
service and regular newspaper. the shopping on Rodeo Drive, and the
Maybe | should place a classified and  Skid Row area, afthough i tends to
see if there are any others who got get a lot less civilized thers,

zapped here like | did.

C-+VG: How many Avatars are out
thers amyway?

Let's leave Valenting to hear the
brunt of her bad humor, and look in
ot & new arrival to Habétat. His name
s Kusama, and he's in the process of
choosing a head o reflect his
persanality.

CM: Okay. Truth is — who can count & Al |
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N Sometimes | think | put this in so |
reg) ! . could watch Avatars renning around
Lo alEl s LR ke chickens with their heads cut off.

all you can fit in a hot tub anyway,
and that's one place | wasn't going to
leave out. But | did add a ghost
feature to et unlimited numbers of  This is Valentino, and there is his
Avatars congregate together, home, or Tarf a3 | have decreed it.
although the full-bodied anes are Loaks like he's gotten some mail.
wamned by a little icon that someone
is watching and listening in. Imagine
the fun of performing on stage with
hundreds or thousands of invisible
spectators. What an ego trip! And no
food means no critics pelling you with
tomatoes.

C-+VG: So you're happy in Habitad?
CM: You bet. My friends come online
and visit me, and | ook forward to
seeing the world evolve as Avatars S0 Swelldre ks no loager mad at him,
interact with each other. | do miss the eh?

northern California weather though,
so perhaps I'll add a tanning salon.
There's no end to what can happen.
it's gonna be fun.

Well, he managed that ali right. There
e does out Hhe door.

Let's peek in on her. Hmm, guess
she's getting tired of playing
checkers and wants to ase him as a
pack mule for another adventure,

There's Swelldre, and she looks like
she"s in another one of ber ogre-ish
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Yes, | am the all-powerful Oracle. § | wouldn't have credited Yalentino
have consented to show you around  with so much sense, He's checking
HABITAT, 5o pay attention. Usually]  the weekly newspaper, the RANT, to
do not bother to make myself known  see if there's any mention of what
directly. Imagine how much time i Swelldre's been up to.

Prabably & solicitor in the other
world. He'll be here for a while.

.y ‘Qh‘ Ny LHA.



Let's see how Swelldre and Valentino | se@ & couple of Avatars hanging out

are making owt. He's following her around one of the bank token
dispensers. Sometimes | wish | hadn't
given everyone millionaire status, but
at heast it keeps them from spending
all their ime doing boring things like
getting jobs and working.

Well, s0 much for her good luck. Say
goodbye to the crystal ball, Miss 5. At
least the devil has a sense of humour.

Too bad she can't just tune into a

bail, Oh no! She's telling Valentine to
et lost and wishing that she was
somewhere else,

Well, she got her wish. | don"t think
we should watch, it's going to get a
bit paindul.

I think that you've seen enoigh. |

dungeons. That's one tough Avatar! have to follow along with Camnipet
So the devil let Swelldre go? Doesn™t 354 Sissalay, but it's time for you to

look like her mood has improved bY — raturn home.
the favour.
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Habitat
A Look At The Future

Of Online Games
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this world, the Avatars will once
again become the interesting bunch
they once were.

Once you've entered the world
of Habitat, your first task is to create

a character to nt yourself,
This is done with a kind of charac-
ter construction set. You decide
what you want to look like and how
you want your “turf” (home base)
to be decorated, If you'd like, you
can even have a pet. Then it's n&utn
meet the other inhabitants of the
world,

Your Avatar is controlled by
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in a little bubble abave your charac-

ter's head, as in a cartoon.

If at any point you get lost in
this world, there is help available.
You can look at maps or visit the
Hall of Records, the Oracle is
always around for guidance,
Some DOs And DON'Ts

In the course of your adventures in
Habitat, you'll discover some cul-
tural norms, just as in the real
world.
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* Watch television. Enough said.

* Drive vehicles. Walking and tele-
porting are the modes of
transportation, unless you happen
upon a skateboard.

* Be materialistic. You're an Avatar,
not a Yuppie.
* Overextend your Avatar's hospi-
tality. Only six people to a room at
any one tme,

With computers in more than
10 percent of American homes, en-
tertainment developers can afford
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