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QuantumLink’s

Habitat

The On-Line World
from Lucasfilm
Games

Vienna, Virginia, I recently discovered, is not
the place where they make those funny litile
sausages. Instead, it is best known as

the home of the Quantumlink
telecommunications service, which | suspect
el soon be best known as the home of
Habilat—a breakthrough game that
fransforms lelegaming inlo an exolic new
Kind of computer entertainiment. On one of
my rare outings from the QuestBusters cave,
[ drove (o Vienna and witnessed Habitat in the

final stages of developiment,

wsion 1L arrived from e coast only minuotes be
foae 1 padlesd b froon Pennsylvinie (10 arived in
mich berier condition thean 1 )AL Eniesw was that it
wits supposcd 10 be an adventure prodesced by [acashilm

BY SHAY ADDAMS

G, whose ok i the inventive use af fscd gl
s in entertainment softwane, Having plaved e Eidalon, |
expected o spend a fow hours windering theough three-di-
mensiorel s, skiving drigons and 6oking 107 e 50
| was totadly unsprepared for fataial, which tumed out o be
far more thain g mere adhveniure gume—it s o multi-plver
happemng et ks phice Bve, ondine, as an unbimited nem-
bt of prople inhabit, explone and interfoe inoan aliernive
universe depicted with animated graphics.

Inside QuantumlLink Central

Janet Hunter, Quantumlinks Entertiinment Software
Manager, slippseed a0 alisk into the drive, accessed the system
el ehwse the People Comnmection depagtment fom the i
tiah e § B youne wonderning wiw 2 game s located in the
section devored to chaming en-ine with other QuantumLink
tisers rather than i the Just loe Fun section, the anseer ks thar
people, not comguiter-controlled dhiarmcters, ave the gaime in
114 HREWBERDECEMBER ‘B

HMebétat ) Mext she chose Habdea from the meno and Bippsed
e lisk v the sk codtaining e special sofiware. Moments
later, @ vividly cofored scene materialioed orscrcin,

I showed Janet's “turf,” a oom where a chaeacter Gelled wn
Avatar stoost awaiting her commund. All Habifal plavers hive
inchividual ooms, which they can redeconite by painting
threm weith various colors ondd pattermns, and by Eicsmging
the fuwrniture and adding mew emishings. Each Asiies o
commes epeipped with o pet cat, whose tail swashcs back nd
foeth in an examphe of the spot animation somtine wsod 1o
enliven the scenery.

Soery dog-dovers, bur no dogs are allowved in this finesy
world And cat-baters can give up on the ddea of killing the
e, which progrimmerdesigner Chip Momingstar says wis
acdded s aosort of joke by Gary Winneck, who desigmed the
praphuics for Fatitat (asd other Lucisfilm gimes ).

Besides amstomizing vour urf, you can dosign vour Avie
tar’s apperance when vou finst stact plaving, by choosing 2
b= andd ogher parts that give vour charmcter its awn person-
ity

Jomeet shossed me howe toomancuver thie Avatir amodind
with & jovstick. By proessing the butten, | disphiyed 2 gueestion
mark that was bordered by four amows poanting 2t the
available commmands: g, do, get, asd put. Cheosing ane s
merely @ mwter of moving the joystick in the appropriate
dircction, punchng the button and releasang e To cross the
oy, [ st ioved the oursoe o the destination snd sehece-
el e “po” commamienil. The Avatar, who reminded ma of the
Wizard of [l walked over and stogped beside the chest of
Urwers. By moew the rocan—the rewd room m which we
sat—hacl (ke with o coomed of Cruniumilink staffers caer
t see the ltest version of the gme.

T e conmmencd will sctivate aoy object that you cin
ko aythang oy o with, When 1 positoncd the cursor on
drawer and exccuted the “do” command, telking the Aviar
to e i, the foom’s pictire Wi sopliced with one shos
inH e dlrmaer’s confents. Like ather abjects, these ool bae
dhituined with the “pet” command. The “pat” command B
sy for dropping things vouw'ne carmying. Avatars can only
hold cne object @ dme, but vow can B 3 g or other
condziner and carry severtd ihings amumd. (s ke vour
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invemtory in o eyplead achventure, j

After placing the cursor on the Avatir and choosing “da” |
witched him st down, stretch out on the bed, amnd oyele
throagh his oilwer musdions. With a punch of the Lirvotkn
kews, | had him in g game thar's ke an animated cartoon
soumad elfects—a jike box with music, did tones and busy
sijmual o @ phemwe—are also heard frm time oo dme. Be
Gz e progrem s well s Chentumbin iese) is de
s exclusively for Commodore computers, the graphics
e s effects ke hull sdvaneage of the Comnmiodon: (4’
capallinies

Hegions to Roam
By moving o any of the room's doors or sides, your Avatar
can stroll ghrough o vast worbd that o ihe peeliminary ver-
sion encomprissed more tan 500 reglons, (Ewch mom or
bosczition, thwe stanckend term inoan adveniure game, is called a
n'p']r:.n in Merfaftad ) 1 wisiteoh o fese, Bant since e feme wias
still in the developmental stages when [saw it [ oouddn® go

s e o S ]
Your words go through a
modem and over the phone
wires (o the Stratus compuler
that houses the QuantumLink
nefwork. From there, il is
routed to the computers of
every person whose Avalar is

in the same reqion.
e e ]

far, When the game poes an-line, there will be cven mom
[t Lo cxplore, Visie i lung ou

Youn can de meest of the thinegs vou normdly sould B
corventioml pedveniure: shop @ sooenes for clothes, tools el
other par, [nd hings like kevs dnd use thiom W open
preasure chests, and solve ohjeet-siomed purzles, While vou

can't cist spells on other Avatars, some objects do have
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mugical propertics, U thae were dl vou could di, then Hely-
deek o] be jasst another adveniure—and not @n excepdion-

ally inberesoing one. But the “talk” command changges all that,
cpemning ot less puossihilities that are Hmised only by e
Pl irgineations,

To exevute this comnund, toss sway the jovstick and hit
ihe kevhoord, typing in sentences s loog as 100 charscners.
Your words o theough the mexdem and over the plkane
wires 10 the Stratus competer that houses the Coantuml ok
mctvwarke Froam there, it B o] B the computer of every
person whose Avatar is i the same Halwic! rogion, no
mutter where in the country they are bocatsd, 11 you st o
contiecn i privile conversgion, pust move e oursor io the
Avatar you want o Gdk 1o belone hitting the button: vour
MeCRsape APpers only o Bis screen,

s bk Chumitumbink's char miodls:, b [REILLY winrls o L
iml @ Girloon-sivie balloon at the wop of te screon I several
Awsrtars ane i the sanie room, ther bableons ase color-coded
s you G el who st siid whist (And you G Jeem an
Avatars user namee by wseng the program’s identife” featre, )

Personally, | have mever liked talking with disembodied
anfitics oo Compusorve’s CHstvie channels, or evwen in
Quanmmlink’s cowser chat mode. Hul this presentation puds
the experience in o freshoand wnigue perpective. i|ts like
living in & carodn Wistld paopubined by poople o this one,
Yowi wsin shows the beoeee sith old friends, meer new poople,
evien kil them { Pve wariteal to kil osore dur o fow of the
peopic ['ve encountered oedline |, and organize gaberinges 1o
dhiy whatever yvou want You cun let others noyour urf vist,
hold moectings, partics or Topperwane parties, but von can'
CHLCT soimcedre elses i without pemmission, § s e s
ol ehwe closr wbven yvou beove, and doe't lose e key e
yauur taef, )

Queslers Wanled, Apply Within
After lesurnings the mopes, vour'll want o walk down e il
1768 WOWERBERDECEMEEH DG

fsntaln and visit the Omcle, the unseen all-knowing mysie
rioks powver who nuns the shew around hore. Hene vou can
meet ether Avatars, wod vou can also ask the Omele wo send
you on an adventure—o finad the mystie arb of Xebaop and
return it o the Temple of Zak, or to ullil 3 sinaler quest that
may Guke dbys, wocks Or e ireaniths, As b oopeplayver
adventunes, youll have 10 dig up cliecs and solve puzdes
complete the quest, ba here you will have 2 crew of neal
prople w work with collect vely. IF you've alincdy ongmiecd
a team of adventurers, gresit, Otherwise the Oracle will
match vou up with other abventunes {Uobess vou really
WINC 0o 20 it &lone )

Yo gan also remd the Madsitad Woeddly Kemd for want ads
about adventures. This acwspaper might also vicld viduable

chues or ads sclling viduale icrns, Infmugion also tems up
in Books, and vou G write notes and keave them for others,
Instead of beading out on 2 guest npght away, vou might
ek 10 s around amd see what's happening. maybe
v @ meap for use dn e sessions. Thene are hodels
inns i casc vou wane g eegurn oo the real workd without
trehking dl the win' ek 1o your Turd And i vou alresdy
ko where you want oo e, vou can geleport dimectly 1o
your destinagion and save vourself st b of foomwork,

Comventiona adventures g not the only kind of pastame
available in flabitat Chip Momingstar, the Lucasfilm po-
gmirier wied deemmesd up dhe Blea amd mustemdndad i
prouction, explains, “Tems of contestants can play other
s, something Bke ciproee the (b, for escumnple, with o
tme limit Other activities sue maindy social, involving con-
versition and sieraction For nstince, there's an intersction
thwsiter in which vou can ]'lh':. uirt ol @ characrer i ph!.',‘
Acoosding to Mormingstar, “The onlby [bndics are thosc of the
underiving medium, so there wont be sy skl and scticon
videogamies,”

Morningstar savs the whea for Hiabffed "l beon ntling



arcuand in vy hed for veies befoee 1 joined Licasiilin™ { He
dichint work on Lucasdilim's Badhlazer or Nesere an Faacia
dres! Bl wemotee the assemiblor mned cdbwer tools for The Fidodon
arnd Kravearnts B Y1 b plaved Owfptned Adeweetnre and the
Arartes andd wits a hig Bo. Dot computer-conindled chemioms
don't have the depth and dchness of haman players, and |
ope the dvuiscters in Habsirad will ovidve out of peophe
interag g in the g, That was the B, e creme somee
thing in whach 2 bot of different things and activitics e
mesitde, to pull i all kimels of people—samething reail)
nesw,”

li's s mew, f'l-1-:|n1|:|5;~.|.'|r arnd Cmmtumibing chom'’t ALt
ko whiat oo call it reberring o Sebitad as a “world simudi-
tioL”

How il Works

Writtem I PLL w0 beipgh-deve] lammeaps: stmibie o PasCAL
ther prrogerom s been umdlersay since the sunamer of 19HS
Hasteally, bt comsists af pano progrems. Cne resides in Q.
mmlink’s computer, the other on o disk that poes o oll
plavers, The host progrm keeps track of evervthing happen:
g, b thee gy, thimgs such as e kocation of cach pleer Ie
alsey bty obgect data, wdech determines the charmoteristios of
exch flem=—awheter it can be waed, picked up, or acted on
En iIlI:|"‘|'||'J:|'

The software oo vour disk balds all the graphics, as well as
corresponding dact on the objects, When vou meve from
ime megion to the nest, the host progrom wells vour disk

ahout the new megion, wiut objects ane there, aad which

graphies o disply, The more objeots it has e tnnsmit

infarmudion ahoast, the bongger thae proccss takes. Bat becalise
the raphics are on the disk, vou don't wiste tonme wating o
fre=hy illuestrations to download When vou end @ sessson and
retuem o e pead world, all e relevant thames vou've dome
obvjicts v v fonend and soon s recorded in e data base
of the smain program, OF course, all vou Bave oo o is wickl

the jovstick and know how to ope,

Mutundly, the pece s quickened with o 13000 6okl e
dem, which boosts the speed e which your comparer
cormmumicites with Quantumbink's computer, As with mos)
oevline sysacis, the gme oy show doswn somewe it a ol
of peaple ane phving simultaneously—precisehy o much
remiins w0 be seen There's na limit to the oumber of people
who can play, other than six (the mucdmum number of
flwvers permittecl imoa rooem b st By e et of
regienis. Lucasfilm will be comntinally ackling mes regions
with the: poal of permitting cvery Ouantumbink subscriber
I semusltncoushy prrticipan b e The g s one o
Liamfumbnk’s “plus” scovices, which mscens i will cost six
LTS i minte 10 pla

Speculation: A Multitude of
Multiplayer Possibilities

Buociese felniar s o amaltiplaner g thin 1 wimesed in
 cne-plaver setting, a criekeal peview will have e wait angil
the gime & actually ondise, Right now e onby comment
s potcrtdil, which i ongandlidod in the hstony of
belegaming. Visually, it 5 light vors ahcad of the only odher
mubtiplaver telesdveniure Pve seen, which psed prssitie
imapdisc=—an X for vour chaccter and 2 Y for someone
Chsetidl had!  incffective commamdeation capthilitg. |
dicha® spemd misch time in that Bnesy world Bun 1 have
plived other multiptaver games, ploc-b-muil gancs inwhich
hundreds of people intersct in Bintistic settings, and hae
chserved a few tings thag are likoly to oceur in Halytal onke
fster, since v commumiciie v neslom sl dan the
il

Whenwer crowdls of people pet together inoa new emvi-
roanrrel [wksether in oo gmeme or even in real Bic ), e resulln s
e tham just a lot of madividuals i the s plice: people
frarm meltdonships, which gradesdly coalesce i a socicty

That's what happened when cutlemen, prospectos, slwp-
LR FTTTETTE v ET TR TR
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